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Lost rights, found justice? is a photography competition and exhibition aiming to increase public understanding of the rights and situation of refugees, migrants and those seeking asylum, through the lens of photography. 
The exhibition features photographs selected from a global call for submissions. The winning images tell diverse stories, from current crises like the Rohingya and Syrian refugees to long-standing experiences of forced displacement in semi-permanent camps in Nigeria or Uganda, and ongoing routes of migration through Europe and Central America. The people shown here share the common experience of being vulnerable to violations of their human rights. Yet the images also demonstrate resilience. People do not lose their human rights when they cross borders. But their rights become harder to protect in situations of migration and forced displacement. Governments have responsibilities to safeguard these rights but often fall short of their obligations. This exhibition will explain more about these obligations and the rights sought by refugees, migrants and those seeking asylum.
We are grateful to the Being Human Festival 2017 for supporting this exhibition. 
Curated by Genna Naccache


Refugee Protection and International Law

Iftah Shavit, The vulnerable side of war in South Sudan, Omugu Refugee Camp, North Uganda, September 2017
Refugees have a special status in international law. Importantly, those that meet the refugee definition are entitled to special protections under the 1951 Refugee Convention and the regional refugee protection instruments that have been adopted in Europe, Africa and Latin America. This includes the right not to be sent back to a country where they would be at risk of serious harm, the right not to be discriminated against, to freedom of religion and movement, and important socioeconomic right such as access to a country’s labour market and social security. 
At the crux of the refugee definition is that a person must have fled outside their home country and have crossed an international border. Furthermore, the person must be fleeing persecution. And finally, that persecution must be discriminatory: directed at them because of a particular characteristic that individual possesses, for example their political opinion, religion or race. This is a more restrictive definition than we might be used to thinking of, and clearly doesn’t include all forced migrants. For example, it doesn’t include those that have fled to another part of their country and not yet crossed an international border, or those fleeing harm that doesn’t amount to persecution, such as environmental disasters.

Iftah Shavit., The vulnerable side of war in South Sudan, Omugu refugee camp, North Uganda, September 2017

Closing Europe’s Borders

Orsolya Lehotai, Barbed Wire Dryer, Hungarian-Serbian border, August, 2016
In the past few years Europe has received an unprecedented number of irregular arrivals of refugees and migrants from the Middle East and North Africa. European countries have obligations towards refugees under the 1951 Refugee Convention, and Europe’s own regional ‘Common European Asylum System’. However the response of many European States to these arrivals has been to enact restrictive legislation seeking to deter refugees from seeking protection in the region, and to close Europe’s borders to the greatest extent possible.


Alexandra Zakharova, Refugee Relocation Camp 2, UNHCR camp near Thessaloniki, Greece, July 2016
Many of those seeking protection in Europe are refugees fleeing the conflict in Syria, who have travelled to Europe via boat across the Mediterranean. At the outset of Europe’s ‘refugee crisis’, many travelled via boat from Turkey and arrived in the nearby Greek Aegean Islands. Following increasing numbers of arrivals via this route, the European Union concluded an agreement with Turkey which provided that any refugees or migrants who arrived irregularly to Greece from Turkey could be removed back to Turkey (EU-Turkey Agreement, 2016). This arrangement has been beset with problems from the outset, including legal challenges which question whether Turkey really is a ‘safe country’ for these people to be returned to. As a result, many people have been trapped on the Islands, housed in often inadequate reception centres for long periods of time, whilst being unable to move on to the Greek mainland. Moria refugee camp on the Greek island of Lesbos can be seen in Syd Bolton’s images. Other refugee camps have been established on mainland Greece itself. A refugee camp near Thessolinki can be seen in the images by Alexandra Zakharova. From Greece, many refugees attempt to travel onwards in Europe by land, via what has become known as the ‘Balkan route’, towards Germany and Western Europe. Border closures were enacted by many Balkans countries in an attempt to frustrate this onwards movement. A fence erected by the Hungarian government on its border with Serbia is shown in the images by Orsolya Lehotai. 

Syd Bolton, Protective Custody? Moria detention camp, Lesvos, Greece, June 2016 

Seeking Sanctuary in the United States
Recent years have seen an upsurge in the number of people fleeing Central America and seeking safety in the United States. These people are primarily from El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala, countries plagued by poverty, corruption and gang violence, and the largest proportion are unaccompanied minors fleeing forced gang conscription. To escape the violence, these unaccompanied children are forced to undertake dangerous journeys to get to the US border. Many of the routes are besieged by drug traffickers and other gangs, making the young migrants especially vulnerable to exploitation and harm. 

Pablo Allison, Waiting to Cross the Border, Guatemala, August 2017 
In recognition of this growing crisis, in 2014 the Obama Administration launched the Central American Minors programme, which enabled children who met certain criteria to apply for refugee status from their home country before making the journey to the United States. However, under the Trump administration the programme has been closed, forcing unaccompanied minors from Central America to undertake the border journey along dangerous and illegal routes, or go in to hiding in their home country. The image by Pablo Allison shows a young man fleeing gang violence in El Salvador.
Temporary Protection in Turkey and the Middle East
Contrary to popular belief, most refugees from the Global South do not move onwards to Europe or other Western States – nearly 90% of refugees are hosted in the Global South in their regions of origin. The images from Doruk Seymen, Hassan Fahs and Haroun Fadi show Syrian refugees in the nearby countries of Turkey and Lebanon. 
Turkey currently hosts the largest number of refugees in the world, nearly three million. The country is signed up to the 1951 Refugee Convention, but retains a geographical limitation which means it only recognises as ‘refugees’, within the meaning of the Convention, persons fleeing Europe. As such, Syrian refugees and others fleeing from countries such as Afghanistan and Iraq are not protected by the Refugee Convention in Turkey. However, the Turkish government has enacted a regime of temporary protection for refugees from Syria, which grants beneficiaries the right to legal stay as well as some level of access to basic rights and services. This is a more limited form of protection than official refugee status under the 1951 Convention, but many welcome having some form of stability. Refugees from other countries must apply for an individual “international protection” status under Turkey’s new asylum framework, which again although more limited than refugee status under the 1951 Convention confers some basic rights and protections.

Fadi Haroun, Childhood in Refuge 2, Syrian refugees’ camp “el garahia” in Beqaa Valley, Lebanon, May 2017
The tiny country of Lebanon also hosts huge numbers of Syrian refugees, the highest number of refugees per capita in the world – 1.5 million Syrian refugees, which equates to a quarter of the country’s population. Like many Middle Eastern countries, Lebanon is not signed up to the 1951 Refugee Convention, so refugees in Lebanon are not recognised under this instrument and many live irregularly or in camps without formal status. Lebanon introduced residency regulations which some refugees benefit from, but many have been unable to comply with. Without residency, refugees can be arrested, restricting their movement.

Hassan Fahs, We Love Life Too, Syrian refugee children playing next to refugee camp, Khyam valley in South Lebanon, April 2016
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Fadi Haroun, Life Became Different, Syrian refugees’ camp “el garahia” in Beqaa Valley, Lebanon, May 2017
This makes it difficult for them to work, send their children to school, or get health care. It has also hindered their ability to register marriages and births, leaving tens of thousands of Syrian children born in Lebanon at risk of statelessness.
[image: C:\Users\yesim.yildiz\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Haroun_Different life or life became different1_2017.jpg]
Fadi Haroun, Life Became Different, Syrian refugees’ camp “el garahia” in Beqaa Valley, Lebanon, May 2017
Protection outside Refugee Law
Many refugees live without any formal legal protection. Recent years have seen a large number of Rohingya refugees fleeing Myanmar seeking safety in nearby Bangladesh, as shown in the images from Mohammad Rakibul and Sudeepto Salam. Bangladesh is not signed up to the 1951 Refugee Convention and does not recognise a special legal status for these arrivals. Much of the protection for these refugees is undertaken by the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and other international organisations such as Save the Children. These organisations seek to provide refugees with essentials such as food, shelter and medical care. But without a firm legal status in their new country most will find it difficult to build new lives for themselves independent of this support.
[image: C:\Users\yesim.yildiz\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Modesti_DSC_3795-Editar copy.jpg]
Domitila Modesti, Zarah and her friends: Women study the Qur’an, Durumi IDP settlement, Abuja, Nigeria, 2016
Other groups of forced migrants that lack refugee status are Internally Displaced Persons, or IDPs. IDPs don’t meet the refugee definition laid down by the 1951 Refugee Convention, as they have not left their home country. Unlike persons who flee across international borders and may be entitled to the status and protective international legal regime applicable to refugees, IDPs remain within their country. As such, they remain subject to the jurisdiction of their own government, whose very actions or policies may have caused their displacement and may be unwilling or unable to protect or assist them. Indeed, many argue that IDPs have the same needs as refugees. 
[image: C:\Users\yesim.yildiz\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Modesti_Firma DSC_5731-Editar-2.jpg]
Domitila Modesti, Enoch Youth Leader and Pastor, Praying to forgive those that forced them to flee, New Kuchingoro IDP (Internally Displaced Persons) settlement, Abuja, Nigeria, 2016
To fill this gap, the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement were adopted in 1998, which outlines the protections governments are required to grant to IDPs. Although non-binding, the Guiding Principles have been very influential in the protection of IDPs, and incorporated into the national laws of many countries particularly in Latin America and Africa. In addition, two international treaties on IDPs were recently adopted in Africa. The images from Domitila Modesti show IDPs in Northern Nigeria while those of Iftah Shavit show South Sudanese refugees in Uganda. They have similar needs resulting from displacement, but different legal regimes – and labels – apply to these groups.
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Domitila Modesti, Women gathering to recite verses of the Qur’an Durumi IDP settlement, Abuja, Nigeria, 2016

Domitila Modesti, Man Performing wudhu Ritual of ablution and cleansing before prayer, Durumi IDP settlement, Abuja, Nigeria, 2016
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Domitila Modesti, God be my savior, Gongola settlement, Abuja, Nigeria, 2016
Looking to the Future: Solutions?
The UN Refugee Agency promotes three durable solutions for refugees: voluntary repatriation, local integration, and resettlement to a third country. Traditionally, repatriation has been the most favoured solution among States. However, with the increasing number of protracted conflicts, this is an unrealistic option for many refugees. Local integration can also be difficult when countries are hosting large numbers of refugees. Resettlement to Western States is therefore becoming an increasingly important option for the overwhelming proportion of refugees who are hosted in the Global South, though places are limited – the UN Refugee Agency reports that less than one per cent of refugees are resettled each year. James Cerretani’s image shows Rohingya refugees who have been resettled in Ireland and are building a new home there.

James Cerretani, Summer spin, Carlow, Ireland, August 2017
Sofiat, Arslan, Ismail, and Jamalida (left to right) play together on the street near Jamalida’s home. Sofiat, Ismail, and Jamalida are Rohingya. The three were born in refugee camps in Bangladesh after their families fled violence in Burma in 1992. Their parents spent seventeen years living in the camps before they were resettled to Ireland in 2009.


Minority Rights Protection

Doruk Seymen, Portrait of Syrian Abdal Women, Gaziantep/ Şahinbey Town, Turkey, 10–14 September 2016
Abdal people form a semi-nomadic ethnic minority group in Syria, who are similar to Roma people in Europe in terms of their lifestyle and socioeconomic background. They encounter multiple forms of discrimination due to their ethnic and cultural identity, lifestyle and their refugee status. 
Refugees and migrants are often minority groups fleeing persecution in their home country or become minority groups in their host country. This means they are entitled to certain protections made in international law for persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities. Refugees and migrants have a right to practice their culture, religion and use their language even if they are only temporarily in a host country or displaced within their own country. Domitila Modesti’s photos show how continuing to freely practice religion is a core aspect of survival for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Nigeria who face persecution from extremist group Boko Haram. 
People can become refugees as a result of violations of these minority rights. For example, the Rohingya are a Muslim minority group from Myanmar that are fleeing persecution on the basis of their religious and ethnic identity. Minority groups have a right to exist and this is safeguarded by laws prohibiting practices such as genocide and ethnic cleansing. 

Sudeepto Salam, Journey of a Rohingya Mother, Shahparir island, Teknaf, Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, September 2017
Migrants and refugees who arrive in new countries are frequently told to assimilate and abandon their cultural distinctiveness. Minority rights protect against such policies, and offer rights for minorities to maintain their cultures, religious beliefs or language whilst also integrating into wider society. They can best do so with government support for their human rights such as to education, work, and strong laws against discrimination. Doruk Seymen’s photo shows women of the Syrian Abdal, who are an ethnic minority that have experienced discrimination in their home state in ways similar to Roma groups, and who now experience further discrimination in their host state as refugees.

Mohammad Rakibul Hasan, A Rohingya Refugee Girl, Kutupalang, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, Septemper 2017
A Rohingya refugee girl has lost her family in the crowd. She was out searching for food aid on the street.


STUDYING HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
REFUGEE STUDIES 
Institute of Commonwealth Studies at the School of Advanced Study, University of London, offers cutting edge masters programmes on human rights, refugee protection and forced migration studies. 
MA in Understanding and Securing Human Rights 
The MA in Understanding and Securing Human Rights is the longest-running interdisciplinary, practice-orientated human rights master’s degree programme in the UK. It was established in 1995 in collaboration with staff from Amnesty International to provide scholarly and practical training for future human rights defenders. Located in London, the programme offers students easy access to world-class libraries and facilities, and proximity to a wide range of NGOs working on human rights. 
This course is also available to study via distance learning from anywhere in the world.
The degree brings together insights on human rights from a range of disciplines, including law, international relations and sociology. This unique interdisciplinary approach provides students with range of perspectives with which to understand and address contemporary human rights challenges.
The nearly 800 graduates of the MA in Human Rights have gone on to work for an impressive range of organisations, including major international NGOs like Friends of the Earth, Anti-Slavery International and Amnesty International, businesses like Primark and Sainsbury’s, and UN organisations like the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Find out more: 
https://www.sas.ac.uk/graduate-study/our-courses/masters-degrees/ma-understanding-and-securing-human-rights 
http://www.londoninternational.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/sas/understanding-securing-human-rights 

MA in Refugee Protection and Forced Migration Studies (Distance Learning)
The MA in Refugee Protection and Forced Migration Studies provides a rigorous theoretical and practical understanding of the field of international refugee law and forced migration. It is unique in being the only programme of its type offered by distance learning.
The MA degree will enable you to acquire a solid legal, practical and theoretical understanding of refugee protection and forced migration, developing expertise through a choice of elective modules. You will hone your self-reliance in dealing with - and critiquing - law, policy and practice in the field, and will also learn how to gather, organise and deploy evidence to form balanced judgements and develop policy recommendations.
The MA in Refugee Protection and Forced Migration Studies has its foundations in the teaching and research of a leading centre in refugee law, the Refugee Law Initiative (RLI).
The RLI is the leading national academic centre in the United Kingdom dedicated exclusively to International Refugee Law. It is part of the Human Rights Consortium of the University of London’s School of Advanced Study.
Find out more: 
https://www.sas.ac.uk/graduate-study/our-courses/masters-degrees/ma-refugee-protection-and-forced-migration-studies 


School of Advanced Study 
Senate House 
Malet Street 
London WC1E 7HU 

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7862 8881 
Email: sas.info@sas.ac.uk
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